
Life Out There
Unit 4

Do a puzzle. Read the clues. Fill in the words.1

atmosphere

comet

data

debate

extraterrestrials

galaxy

journey

orbit

planet

solar system

space

universe

Across

1. People  whether there is life beyond Earth.

6. Mars travels in a(n)  around the sun.

7. information = 

10. Earth is the third  from the sun. 

11. The  is made up of space and all the stars.

12. Earth’s  is like a blanket that protects us.
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Complete the sentences.2

Down

2. If  exist, they live in other places beyond Earth.

3. A(n)  is a trip from one place to another.

4. The  is made up of the sun and the planets that go around it. 

5. We sent rockets into .

8. A big group of stars is known as a(n) .

9. A(n)  is a moving cloud of rock, ice and gas.

atmosphere data debate

extraterrestrials orbit solar system

1. Venus is a planet in our .

2. Venus travels around the sun in a closer  than Earth. 

3. Venus has a(n)  that hides the planet’s surface.  

4. Scientists have sent instruments to Venus to collect .

5. Do you think  can live on Venus?

6. You believe it and I don’t. We can  the topic to decide who is 

right.

Work with a friend. Ask and answer.3

How can you describe ...

1. an extraterrestrial? 

2. space?

3. an orbit?

4. the atmosphere? 

5. a comet?

6. the universe?

solar system

orbit

atmosphere

data

extraterrestrials

debate
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Listen and write. Listen to Track 18 again. List some things the 
song says we might find. Then write a new verse!

6

Listen to the song. Match to complete. TR: 184

Read and match. Write a sentence from Activity 4 that matches 
each picture.

5

1. But right here on planet Earth,

2. Let’s all go on a journey

3. We might find things 
we’ve never seen, 

4. we might find a moon

5. Beyond our solar system,

a. deep in outer space.

b. where flowers grow.

c. life is all around.

d. far away from here.

e. through the atmosphere

1.

2.

3.

1. We might find .

2. We might find .

3. We might find .

4. We might find .

a moon

We might find a moon where flowers grow.

But right here on planet Earth, life is all around.

Let’s all go on a journey through the atmosphere.
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GRammaR

GRammaR TR: xx

Read and write. Use the word(s) in brackets to finish  
each sentence.

8

Work with a friend. Ask about what you’ll do tonight. Answer to 
say you’re not sure. Take turns.

9

Write sentences that show you’re not sure.7

We may travel to another solar system. We might travel to another solar system. 

A planet may orbit that star. Some data 
point to it.

A planet might orbit that star. There’s not 
much data, though.

I think it may be a comet. I thought it might be a comet.

She knows that planets may orbit 
that star.

She knew that planets might orbit 
that star.

1. We have a debate tomorrow. 

2. That star has planets. 

3. The universe is bigger than you think. 

4. The comet’s orbit goes outside the solar system. 

 

5. That planet has an atmosphere. 

We may/might have a debate tomorrow.

1. We heard that extraterrestrials (live ) .

2. I see that a planet (be next to) .

3. He knows that a comet ( fly across) .

4. She thought that the debate (end) .

5 I think that the data (not be ) .

might live on other planets

I might look for comets 
in the sky tonight.

Will you look for comets 
in the sky tonight? 

That star may/might have planets.

The universe may/might be bigger than 

The comet’s orbit may/ 

That planet may/might have an atmosphere.

may be next to … 

may fly across …

might end …

may not be …

you think. 

might go outside the solar system. 
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Read and look. Match each picture with a sentence.10

Read and write.11

Solve the riddles. Choose the word pair that matches the 
description in each riddle.

12

1. The rocket fires and lifts the spacecraft away from Earth.

2. The astronaut searches her instruments.

3. An astronaut at the space station communicates with scientists.

astronaut communicate search spacecraft space station

1. You  to find something. 

2. You  when you want to tell someone something. 

3. A(n)  is a person who travels in space. 

4. The  orbits Earth, and people live and work in it.

5. A(n)  carries people into space and back. 

astronaut/rocket search/communicate spacecraft/space station

1. You can do one of these things alone. The other thing needs two or more 

people. 

2. You can be one of these things. You can travel inside the other thing. 

3. You can travel inside one of these things. You can live in the other thing. 

search

3 2 1

communicate

astronaut

space station

spacecraft

search / communicate

astronaut / rocket 

spacecraft / space station
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Read. Circle the correct words.13

Read. Draw lines to match.14

Read and write. Use each word twice to complete the sentences.15

1. Two planets in our universe / solar system orbit the sun closer than Earth.

2. A comet / planet may need an atmosphere to support life.

3. We use radios to communicate / journey with spacecraft.

4. Scientists collect search / data to look for life on other planets.

5 Astronauts use a spacecraft to get to the rocket / space station.

6. We have sent astronauts / extraterrestrials into space.

7. Scientists use SETI to search / debate for extraterrestrial intelligence.

8. Some spacecraft / comets have big orbits that go outside of the solar system.

1. Let’s take a journey

2. Let’s use a rocket

3. Let’s travel past

4. Let’s find new data to

5. Let’s search for planets

6. Let’s end the debate

a. with atmospheres.

b. to send our spacecraft into space.

c. communicate back to Earth.

d. about extraterrestrials!

e. into space.

f. the Moon and the planets.

1. Two moons  the planet Mars. 

2. Scientists look for data in their   

for intelligent life.

3. The Mars rover, called Curiosity, may  on Mars for water. 

4. Scientists do not agree. They  whether life was ever on Mars.

5. You can see Mars in its  around the sun.

6. You can go to the  and say that Mars never had life on it.

debate orbit search 

orbit

search

search

debate

orbit

debate
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GRammaR

Jiao, Lan, Gao and Zhuang want to fly in a 
spaceship.

Everyone wants to fly in a spaceship.

Jiao or Lan or Gao or Zhuang can be an 
astronaut.

anyone can be an astronaut.

Zhuang is tall. Someone is tall. 

Jiao, Lan, Gao and Zhuang are not adults. No one is an adult. 

Look and write. Talk about the picture.16

Read and write. Use the words from Activity 16 to complete 
each sentence.

17

Listen and circle the answer. TR: 1918

anyone everyone no one someone

1.  is sitting down.

2. Maybe  told a joke because Gao is laughing. 

3. I don’t see  wearing a helmet. 

4.  is dressed as an astronaut. 

1. I will be the only one at home.  else will be at work or school.

2. Be careful and don’t lose your book. Don’t give it to .

3. It is very late.  is on the phone at this hour.

4. I don’t know if it’s Hugo or Luis, but I hear  calling my name. 

1. Everyone / Someone wants to go to the planetarium.

2. Someone / No one saw the comet.

3. anyone / Someone can answer that question.

4. I want to invite someone / everyone to come with me.

Jiao GaoLan Zhuang
No one

someone

anyone

Everyone

Everyone

someone

No one

anyone
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Look and listen. Number the words in the order you first 
hear them. TR: 20

19

Listen again. Answer each question with a sentence. TR: 2120

Work with a friend. Student 1, go to page 123 and ask a question. 
Student 2, go to page 125 and say the matching sentence. Take turns.

21

 anyone

 everyone

 no one

 someone

 might

1. Who might come as an extraterrestrial?

 

2. Who can people at the party dress like?

 

3. What is the boy worried about?

 

4. Who might come, too?

 

Alfonso believes it, and 
Rosa might believe it, too.

Does anyone believe that 
extraterrestrials visit Earth? 

4

1

5

2

3

All their friends might come, too.

Someone might come as an extraterrestrial.

People at the party can dress like anyone.

The boy is worried that no one will come to the party.
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Life on Mars
Listen and read. TR: 2222

Tick T for True or F for False.23

1. Mars has canals that are like rivers. T  F

2. In 1877, Mariner 4 flew past Mars and took photos. T  F

3. Some data might show that life on Mars might be possible. T  F

4. Scientists don’t know if there was ever life on Mars. T  F

Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun, just after Earth. You can see Mars 
without a telescope, but you need a telescope to see its characteristics. Many 
years ago, people began looking at Mars with a telescope. They wondered if Mars 
ever had life on it.

In 1877, an Italian scientist, Giovanni Schiaparelli, saw what he thought were 
canals on the surface of Mars. Canals are like rivers but made by people. They let 
boats make the journey from one place to another. People thought that Martians 
may have dug the canals!

When telescopes got better, people forgot the canal idea. In 1965, the 
spacecraft Mariner 4 flew past Mars and took photos. The photos showed that 
the surface looks a lot like Earth’s moon. It has 
lots of marks from rocks hitting it. Today, no 
one thinks that Mars has extraterrestrials.

In 2012, the Mars rover Curiosity landed on 
Mars. It sent a lot of data back to Earth. Some 
data might show that tiny life lived on Mars long 
ago. Scientists still debate this. Scientists will be 
studying Mars for many years to come.
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Read and write.24

Complete the chart. Use information from Activity 22.25

Work with a friend. Discuss the following:27

Read and answer. Use information from Activity 22.26

1. You can see Mars without a .

2. People thought that they saw   

on Mars, but they were wrong.

3. The surface of Mars has marks from falling rocks like Earth’s .

4. It’s possible that there was  on Mars many years ago. 

1. What are canals? 

2. Mars does not have canals. What helped people learn this? 

3. Why does the land on Mars look like Earth’s moon? 

4. What could data from the Mars rover Curiosity tell us? 

 • Something you already knew about Mars.

 • Something you just learned about Mars.

 • Something you’d like to learn about Mars.

1800 1850 1900 1950 2000 2050

1877 1965  2012

telescope

canals

moon

life

Canals are like rivers, but they are made by people.

Better telescopes helped people learn this.

They both have marks from rocks hitting them.

The data could tell us about life on Mars.

Italian scientist, 
Giovanni Schiaparelli, 
sees canals on Mars.

Mariner 4 
takes photos 

of Mars.

Mars rover  
Curiosity lands  

on Mars.

51

55839_u04_ptg01_hr_042-053.indd   51 05/08/13   3:51 PM



Read Forever searching on page 68 of your Student's Book. 
How did the writer plan? Read the steps below.

28

1. First, the writer chose an opinion. What was the writer’s opinion?

2. Second, the writer wrote down facts that support the opinion.

3. Third, the writer wrote expressions to introduce the facts. Look for the 
following expressions in the story.

 A long time ago, research shows, the facts show

4. Fourth, the writer wrote a strong conclusion.

 We search on Earth and in space because we like to find answers.

5. Finally, the writer organised the sentences into a draft, or a first version, of the 
passage. The writer started with an example.

 Example: A long time ago, people thought that the Sun and planets orbited Earth.

 An example is a good way to introduce a topic. You can decide to start with 
an example or with an introduction to the main idea.

 Introduction to main idea: Why do we search? The facts show that we have 
always been people who search.

People are forever searching. We search both on Earth and in space because

Opinions Supporting Facts

Scientists search in space.  searched the stars.

Many people search on Earth.
Zheng travelled to .
Cook went to the .
Amundsen travelled to the .

Copernicus

we like to find answers.

Arabia and Africa
North Pole

South Pole
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Should we search for life in space? Look at Activity 20 in your 
Student's Book. Write what you think. Should we search for life in 
space, or not?

29

Follow steps 2–5 on page 52. Use the table below to plan. 
Then write your paragraphs in your notebook.

30

Express yourself. Choose one of the topics below, and write a 
paragraph that persuades. Plan your writing, and follow the steps 
on page 52. Write your new paragraph in your notebook. 

31

Write expressions that introduce:

Write a strong conclusion:

•	 There may (or may not) be life on other planets.
•	 It may be good (or bad) for people to find life on other planets.
•	 Space exploration helps (or doesn’t help) people on Earth.
•	 Learning about other planets is (or is not) important for people on Earth.

Opinions Supporting Facts
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